Structuring Ideas:
Explicit instruction
to achieve an Essay

Rheanne Anderson MEd
ESAP conference: Writing for Specific Academic Purposes
Ruhr-Universitat, Bochum,13 May 2017.




INl NAZARBAYEV
Overview

* My Lens

» Contrastive Analysis & Circles of English
« Study In Japan/Current Context

 What Is a paragraph?

 What is an essay?

* What is in your rubric?

« Examples

« Curriculum Structure
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Black_and_white_political_map_of_the_world.png
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Contrastive Analysis; Kaplan 1964
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dated, biased, (over) simplified, ethical?, ethnocentric

https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/tag/contrastive-rhetoric-hypothesis/
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Circles of English: kKachru 1982,1985

https://doanbangoc.wordp
ress.com/2011/07/26/worl
d-englishes/
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Organizing Thoughts: A Case Study
of Paragraphs with Lower Levels

* Case Study * Explicit

* 15t Year Japanese  Comparative
* Non-English Majors * Visual
 Upper Elementary * Discrete steps

e 15t English in English * Collaborative

Anderson R & Dityateva, Y (2016) “Organizing Thoughts; A case study of Paragraphs
with Lower Levels”, The Journal of Learner-Centered Higher Education, Vol 5, 57 - 67
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Babeshko 2016, p325

“...primary difficulties students
encounter while studying in EAP
course are not mainly language-
related, as they mostly involve the
challenges connected to the
development of students’ academic
writing skills.”
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Nazarbayev University

* Leading English Medium University in the
country

* Preparatory Program of approximately 700
students

 [ELTS 6; 5.5
 Various experience of English in English

* Writing component: Final 2500 word
academic, researched, argumentative

essay




Group Work

What are the minimum
requirements for:

*a Paragraph?
ean Essay?
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What +sja Paragraph?

lare the minimum requirements for |

 TOpic Sentence
» Concluding Sentence

» |deas (claims) matched to
Evidence/Examples

» Consecutive sentences (no iisting)

* Approx. 6-8 sentences
~ RheameAndesson20u7
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What +sjan Essay?
lare the minimum requirements for |

* Thesis statement
* Body paragraphs
* Introduction: General - Specific
» Conclusion: Specific - General
o EAP:

o In text citations

o Reference List




Group Work

* Think of a recent Rubric-
based Writing Assignment In
your context.

* What elements are graded
In that Rubric?




What is in MY Rubric?

» Synthesis of sources
» Counter argument

* Writer’'s Voice

* Annotated Sources

» Abstract




How can your teaching
/presenting of structure better
match the outcomes graded
IN your rubric?

*teaching to the test




Examples

* Explicit

e Scaffolded
 Structure-focused
Instruction
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Paragraph

Topic Sentence

Claim 1 |

Example/Evidence

Exzample/Evidence

<i: Topic S¢
: Reason Claim 3

Example/Evidence

Reason

<i:{Reason
[ - - Conclud Sentence
. _ Ser
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Essay: General
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Essay: Introduction & Conclusion

Introduction Worksheet Conclusion Worksheet

4 parts
S~ 8 brnief general Dackground 1o the TOpIc Or 185k ------_:; hre-stahement:fﬁe. thesis statemeant :%me
N # o ", « Poshin
\, / S / -, te
* 7 & -,
\‘ ," A cledir angwer to the title gyestion
\‘ an indication of the importance of the project topic / L - ",
F r X
-\‘ B Somew et & ",
L K : &~ LY
/ ol F \ Impartznce & .,
N, .r’ fo the world, - A surmary of the evidence ",
¥, 8 statement of the purpose of the work (purpose statement) not ko you ra .
. 7 and Jour —~ & -,
\‘ (-" pathway K .,
“ ,‘r G {May include) s limitation of the paper ey
\ s 4 v
£ Fa &
an indhcation of the sfrucfure of the rest of thebaper &
. X
. !
bR Fa &
s i & A recommendstion
. # &
- % + o,
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N = Posmin Limitation
v * REEONE A limitation i a reason why your answer to your title question may not be 100%
complete. This could be due to the prototype not having enough testing, it could be

due to the theoretical nature of the ides or it could be due to not encugh controlled
testing {of a drug, for example). It 5 NOT due to:
® You didn't have time

Purpose .

Thiz paperexam inexThe sim of thiz pspenthe purpose of thiz ezesy iz fo... . ::!?E = weren t em:;gg!:_snumes
. ® You were procrastinating

{uzg yourtitle for help) ® ANY reazon fo do with you

Eg: This paper examines the couses of the corrert Sobal [tafan food diaspora

Recommendation
A Recommendation is made about your problemiss ue.

For example: If other food arganizetions want to become more
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r : Structure : :
Trennens] The papervall outiine/exam ine/srgue. ... The paperwill show..... 1 popular, it is recommended thaot they try to use some of the :
: {Use your cutline for help) : strategies that mod italian food so popular globally- The most useful 1
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Essay: Annotated Sources

¥ |- |V

Full Chicago Style reference?

Name order. Family Name, First Name, First name Family Name, First Name Family Mame. ..
Date: After last author?

ltalics comrect (Journal name or book title)

Page numbers for Journal arficles

DOl or access date & url

Credibility

If more than one author, how many have info for credibility?

What type ofinfo: (circle)

educational background, publications, grants/awards, current workplace
Any info about the credibility of the joumnal or publisher?

Summary

Does it list the methodology? (qualitative/quantitative, location, size)
Does it describe the experiment or the material researched

Does it list the main findings?

Comparison

Is It compared to another source?

How many?

In what way? (circle)

location, design, date, methodology. ..
Use

Is it very clear which section this source will be used in (section named or
numbered)?
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Essay: Abstract

Introduction

Abstract

ltalian food is widely known and loved globally. Why this is
the case could be due to multiple factors. The term
diaspora, which orginally meant a “scattered population
whose orngin lies within a smaller geographic locale”
{Oxford Dictionary 2016) has been used to describe ltalian
food and culture by many in the Halian studies field (see
Reozin et al 2006; Testa 2011). The populanty of ltalian
food, especially over the past 100 years, is a unique
phenomenon in global preferences.  Manani (2011, 7)
argues that ltalian food has been the one genre of food that
has had the largest impact on the global market while still
keeping its identifiable style. Using this idea as a template
for other genres of food may help more niche cuisines
succeed in the global marketplace. This paper will analyze
the proposed Tt ot

ltalian Food has reached an unrivalled level of
global popularity. This paper focuses on trying to
discover the main reasons that this is so and to
identify why this food type, in paricular, has
gained such international acceptance. The author
analysed the historic, cultural and economic
forces that have been claimed to be responsible
for this popularty Although the Second World
War and niche market advertising may have had
an effect on populanty, it was shown that
immigration and the processed nature of the food
itself were the main reasons behind the diaspora.

and the Re-Poj
on which facto
that, although t
global populari

@

main reasons :
America as we
(204)

|

Background: A simple opening sentence or
two placing the work in context.

_purpose of the work.

Aims: One or two sentences giving the

whatwas done.

Method(s): One or two sentences explaining

main findings.

Results: One or two sentences indicating the

Conclusions: One sentence giving the most
important consequence of the work.

~200 words
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Explicit Structure Instruction:

* Awareness of your own conventions

* Checklists

* Peer checks (Peer? Self?)

* Visual/spatial depictions

» Basic structure mastery before deviations
* Level Independent
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Curriculum Structure

* How could this be incorporated
INto your context?

* How could your curriculum design
be changed to better reflect
scaffolding the cultural
component of English Writing?
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e rheanne.
anderson@nu.edu.kz




