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Overview

• My Lens

• Contrastive Analysis & Circles of English

• Study in Japan/Current Context

• What is a paragraph?

• What is an essay?

• What is in your rubric?

• Examples

• Curriculum Structure
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Black_and_white_political_map_of_the_world.png
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Contrastive Analysis; Kaplan 1964
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https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/tag/contrastive-rhetoric-hypothesis/

dated, biased, (over) simplified, ethical?, ethnocentric 
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Circles of English: Kachru 1982,1985
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https://doanbangoc.wordp
ress.com/2011/07/26/worl
d-englishes/
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Organizing Thoughts: A Case Study 

of Paragraphs with Lower Levels

• Explicit

• Comparative

• Visual

• Discrete steps

• Collaborative

Rheanne Anderson 2017

Anderson R & Dityateva, Y (2016) “Organizing Thoughts; A case study of Paragraphs 
with Lower Levels”, The Journal of Learner-Centered Higher Education, Vol 5, 57 - 67

• Case Study

• 1st Year Japanese

• Non-English Majors

• Upper Elementary

• 1st English in English

• N = 30
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Babeshko 2016, p325

“…primary difficulties students 

encounter while studying in EAP 

course are not mainly language-

related, as they mostly involve the 

challenges connected to the 

development of students’ academic 

writing skills.”
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Nazarbayev University

• Leading English Medium University in the 
country

• Preparatory Program of approximately 700 
students

• IELTS 6; 5.5

• Various experience of English in English

• Writing component: Final 2500 word 
academic, researched, argumentative 
essay

Rheanne Anderson 2017
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Group Work

What are the minimum 

requirements for: 

•a Paragraph?

•an Essay?

Rheanne Anderson 2017
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What is a Paragraph?
are the minimum requirements for

• Topic Sentence

• Concluding Sentence

• Ideas (claims) matched to 

Evidence/Examples

• Consecutive sentences (no ‘listing’)

• Approx. 6-8 sentences
Rheanne Anderson 2017
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What is an Essay?
are the minimum requirements for

• Thesis statement

• Body paragraphs

• Introduction: General - Specific

• Conclusion: Specific - General

o EAP: 

o In text citations

o Reference List

Rheanne Anderson 2017
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Group Work

• Think of a recent Rubric-

based Writing Assignment in 

your context. 

• What elements are graded 

in that Rubric?

Rheanne Anderson 2017
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What is in MY Rubric?

• Synthesis of sources

• Counter argument

• Writer’s Voice

• Annotated Sources

• Abstract

Rheanne Anderson 2017
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How can your teaching 

/presenting of structure better 

match the outcomes graded 

in your rubric?

*teaching to the test

Rheanne Anderson 2017
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Examples

•Explicit

•Scaffolded

•Structure-focused 

instruction

Rheanne Anderson 2017
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Paragraph

Rheanne Anderson 2017
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Essay: General

Rheanne Anderson 2017
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Essay: Introduction & Conclusion

Rheanne Anderson 2017
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Essay: Annotated Sources
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Essay: Abstract

Rheanne Anderson 2017
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Explicit Structure Instruction:

• Awareness of your own conventions

• Checklists

• Peer checks (Peer? Self?)

• Visual/spatial depictions

• Basic structure mastery before deviations

• Level Independent

Rheanne Anderson 2017
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Curriculum Structure

• How could this be incorporated 

into your context? 

• How could your curriculum design 

be changed to better reflect 

scaffolding the cultural 

component of English Writing?
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Contact:

•Rheanne Anderson

• rheanne. 
anderson@nu.edu.kzEmail:
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