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TWO ESAP MODULES

English Language for Chemists

Homogeneous group

 all from Nanjing, China

 all upper B2

 all do same modules

 all Part 3 (final year UG)

10 credits / 1 term

Strong lexical element

English for [Food] Scientists

Heterogeneous group

 some from Henan, China / some from Thailand

 some upper B2 / some lower C1

 very few common modules

 Part 2 / Part 3

20 credits / 2 terms

Career development skills element



ISSUES TO OVERCOME

Students writing in their own words

Students communicating clearly 

Students writing in a variety of genres

Students being aware of audience

Selecting topics that students can write about without needing a science lesson

English teachers understanding student writing



EMPATHY WRITING

“assignments that involve communicating disciplinary knowledge 

in forms such as newspaper articles or information leaflets and 

in registers suitable for ‘general’ audiences”

“they challenge writers 

to understand disciplinary knowledge and

to express [disciplinary knowledge] using transferable, ‘non-

academic’ writing skills … useful in the world of work”

(Nesi & Gardner, 2012, p. 42)























BENEFITS & DRAWBACKS

Benefits

Facilitates writing in own words

 deconstructing technical writing

 clear communication of scientific ideas

Enables English teachers to mark with 
confidence

Prepares students for workplace

 developing graduate attributes

Drawbacks

Students do not write in academic 
scientific prose

 constructing technical writing

Students not prepared for academic 
scientific writing



GRADUATE ATTRIBUTES

”The curriculum [at the University of Reading] seeks to engender the following 

attributes …

[the] ability to communicate effectively … 

for a variety of purposes and audiences, and 

through a range of appropriate media

(University of Reading, 2016, p. 2)



GENRE AS A PEDAGOGICAL RESOURCE

Writing in different genres for non-expert audiences can

“enable students to develop 

not only a meaningful genre awareness 

but also a deeper understanding of their disciplinary knowledge”

(English, 2015)
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