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“EAP is usually defined as teaching English with the aim of 

assisting learners’ to study and research in that language” 

(Hyland, 2006)

“EAP is the English that is taught to second-/third-language 

students preparing to enter undergraduate and postgraduate 

courses at universities and other institutions of higher education.” 

(McCarter & Jakes, 2009)

What is “English for Academic Purposes (EAP)”?
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What should EAP be in the context

of German higher education?

MediationCEFR
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“In mediation, the user/learner acts as a social agent who creates 

bridges and helps to construct or convey meaning, sometimes 

within the same language, sometimes from one language to another 

(cross-linguistic mediation). 

The focus is on the role of language in processes like creating the 

space and conditions for communicating and/or learning, 

collaborating to construct new meaning, encouraging others to  

construct or understand new meaning, and passing on new 

information in an appropriate form. The context can be social, 

pedagogic, cultural, linguistic or professional.” 

(CEFR, 2018, p. 103)

CEFR definition of Mediation
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CEFR table of Mediation Activities and Mediation Strategies
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 Two-step approach

1. Tasks in an EAP 

2. Development of mediation skills

 Course description

C1 English for Academic Purposes course 

(“English for Study and Research”)

4 Semesters

14 weeks, one secession a week for 90 minutes

“traditional”  4 skills course (listening, speaking,…) 

diverse group of participants

What does this presentation offer? 
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Overall Mediation for a C1 course
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1. TED talk presentation into academic text

Semi-formal Presentation  Academic Text

1. from spoken (transcript)  written

2. active  passive

Focus: Academic Register

Handout “Components of Academic Style” (Bailey, 2013)
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1. TED talk presentation into academic text
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1. TED talk presentation into academic text
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1. TED talk presentation into academic text
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2. Academic journal articles to summaries & paraphrases

• Students select two academic articles from their field of study which 

relate to a cross-disciplinary topic

• Students identify main ideas and supporting evidence…

• …and summarize and paraphrase their findings in writing
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2. Academic journal articles to summaries & paraphrases
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3. From written, individual summaries to spoken group 

discussions

Written summary  spoken summary:

- change of mode: writing  speaking

- change of register: academic  informal

- change of audience/tenor: self  classmates

- change of text type: written summary ie. bullet points

 spoken summary ie. “in other words…“



ESAP Conference Ruhr-Universität Bochum, 2019 | Anne Jänsch & Tim Dittmann | Mediation in the Context of English for Academic Purposes (EAP) | Seite 15

3. From written, individual summaries to spoken group 

discussions
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4. From group discussions to group writing

6-10 summaries  1 literature review:

- change of mode: speaking  writing

- change of author: individual  group

- change of register: informal  academic

- change of audience/tenor: classmates  teacher

- change of text type: summary  literature review
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4. From group discussions to group writing
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6. From literature review to group presentation

Literature review  group presentation:

- change of mode: writing  speaking/visual

- change of register: academic  presentation style (ie. 

freeform, instructive, storytelling etc.)

- change of audience/tenor: teacher  classmates as audience

- change of text type: literature review  group presentation
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6. From literature review to group presentation
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Resources and Support

Writing support:

- bring laptops to class

- students can use Etherpad on Moodle, to co-write

simultaneously, both in class and at home

- use Moodle and WhatsApp for out-of-class

communication
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Resources and Support

Text, meta-language and genre analysis:

- show sample literature reviews and group presentations

(YouTube)

- look for meta-language ie. explicitness/transition phrases etc.

- raise genre awareness ie. structural & lexical similarities, 

register constraints etc. 



ESAP Conference Ruhr-Universität Bochum, 2019 | Anne Jänsch & Tim Dittmann | Mediation in the Context of English for Academic Purposes (EAP) | Seite 22

Resources and Support

Skills development:

Some exercises to help students think about:

- purpose (Uni of Queensland)

- reporting verbs and ‘writers voice’ (Uni of Tech. Sydney)

- critical reading & evaluation (University of Melbourne) etc.
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